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Behorende bij het proefschrift van Teun Voeten 
The Mexican Drug Violence: Hybrid Warfare, Predatory Capitalism and the Logic of Cruelty 
 
 
1.   Hybrid warfare is the best model to describe the current conflict in Mexico. It 
incorporates elements of multiple strategies on multiple fronts, combined use of 
sophisticated and primitive weapons, fragmentation of violence, a cyber-dimension, 
propaganda by social media, and public display of excessive, spectacular violence.  
 
2.   Violence used by cartels is often extreme and beyond the instrumental. However, the 
symbolic and communicative aspects of ultra-violence are a form of narco-propaganda 
used to intimidate opponents into submission. It is also a recruitment tool.  
 
3.   Classic warfare, where nation states through armies consisting of uniformed 
combatants performed diplomacy with other means on a well-defined battle field 
respecting certain rules, is historically a rare stage of warfare. It only took place in 
Europe during the 19th and 20th century and has become extinct.  
 
4.   Poverty and social-economic exclusion are important reasons for people to join an 
armed group or choose for a criminal career, but is not the exclusive factor. Psycho-
social factors such as peer pressure, a missing sense of belonging and need for respect 
play an important role as well. 
 
5.   In Mexico, organized crime and official authorities have completely merged and 
blended. Thus, the official governmental discourse of Los Buenos contra los Malos, 
‘The Good Ones versus the Bad Ones’, is a cynical one and represents a pure myth. 
 
6.   There is not only one drug war going on, but at least seven different wars, with cartels, 
authorities, police forces, civilians, paramilitaries, and petty criminals involved. These 
sub-wars interact and transform continuously and it is impossible to analyze them at 
separate levels. 
 
7.   Drug cartels are a not monolithic, homogenous organizations, but have an executive 
board, a middle management and the lower echelons, the foot soldiers. All participants 
have different background and motivations. 
 
8.   Humans have an inhibition against killing that is nearly universal. This inhibition 
however, is easily side tracked with mechanisms that are cross culturally similar. 
 
9.   The illicit underground of the drugs economy can only exist thanks to the complicity of 
actors in mainstream society. These are not only corrupt politicians and financial 
institutions, but a large class of cocaine consuming hipsters as well. 
 
10.  Writing a PhD thesis as a Cultural Anthropologist that is 100 percent Foucault-free is a 
remarkable achievement. 
  
